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out of regard for my health, they have fully understood the neces-
sity of refraining from it on the higher ground. The leaders in
the movement have also fully understood the necessity for self-res-
traint. These experiences of mine fill me with the greatest hope for
the future. I never had any apprehension of the danger our
friends fear; and the various meetings I have described confirm
my optimism. But I would venture further to state that every pre-
caution that is humanly possible is being and will be taken to avert
any such danger. It is for that reason that our Pledge commits the
signatories to the breach of those laws that may be selected for the
purpose by a committee of satyagrahis1; and I am glad that our
Sind friends have understood their Pledge, and obeyed the prohi-
bition of the Hyderabad Commissioner of Police to hold their in-
offensive procession, for it is no part of the present movement to
break all the laws of the land the breach of which is not inconsis-
tent with the Pledge. A satyagrahi is nothing if not instinctively
law-abiding, and it is his law-abiding nature which exacts from him
implicit obedience of the highest law, i.e., the voice of conscience,
which overrides all other laws. His civil disobedience even of cer-
tain laws only is only seeming disobedience. Every law gives the
subject an option, either to obey the primary sanction or the
secondary; and I venture to suggest that the satyagrahi by invit-
ing the secondary sanction obeys the law. He does not act like the
ordinary offender who not only commits a breach of the laws of
the land, whether good or bad, but wishes to avoid the conse-
quences of that breach. It will seem therefore that everything that
prudence may dictate has been done to avoid any untoward
results.

Some friends have said, "We understand your breach of the
Rowlatt legislation, but as a satyagrahi there is nothing for you in
it to break. How can you however break the other laws which you
have hitherto obeyed, and which may also be good?" So far as
the good laws are concerned, i.e., laws which lay down moral
principles, the satyagrahi may not break them, and their breach
is not contemplated under the Pledge, But the other laws are nei-
ther good nor bad, moral nor immoral. They may be useful, or may
even be harmful. These laws one obeys for the supposed good
government of the country. Such laws are laws framed for pur-
poses of revenue, or political laws creating statutory offences.
These laws enable the Government to continue its power. When
therefore a Government goes wrong to the extent of hurting the
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